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Season
Match Reports
Saturday 26th March 2011
Long Buckby 0 - 4 Worksop 
A case of when, not if Worksop would secure the points in Northamptonshire didn't help the visitors compose themselves and prepare for the task in hand on the final day of a long season. Plucky as they were Buckby were never likely to trouble Worksop although they did make life uncomfortable enough to have the scores tied at zero at the half time interval. Having created some chances of their own the home side, with only one win and a goal tally of 12 all season, could be forgiven for thinking that a shock was on the cards. 

The second half began as the first had ended, entirely in the Buckby half with shots raining in on the home net.  Eventually the breakthrough came, the reliable Sam Gawthorpe finally converting a short corner, via a helpful deflection.  Despite Buckby defending as if their life depended on it shots continued to fly goalwards. Not long after the first strike, Dan Walker's energetic display was rewarded as he fired home the goal of the game after a neat build up from Worksop.  The final 10 minutes saw the reintroduction of Ryan Haydon, normally on goal keeping duty and he made a telling difference.  First he provided Anthony Gorman with a great opportunity, Haydon's lifted ball evaded the defence which Gorman fortuitously deflected home for three.  Then Haydon himself reacted quickly to his own rebound and boomed the ball past a stranded keeper to close out the scoring. With more shots and more saves it wasn't really Worksop's day, the home side delighted with their 'close' loss, despite the scoreline heavily influenced by the young Buckby goalkeeper without whom it could quite easily have been a cricket score.

Man of the match - Les Unwin

Scorers - Gawthorpe, Walker D, Gorman, Haydon 



Saturday 19th March 2011

Worksop 1stXI 2 - 2 Nuneaton
Nuneaton travelled north for the penultimate game of the season with champagne on ice, needing a win to secure the league title. Worksop, playing for pride having already secured a creditable 4th spot finish were determined that any cork popping would not be done on their watch. Given that the visitors had won 15 of their 16 games it was they who started strong favourites. An electric start outlined the early intentions of both teams - neither were going to give an inch and if there was to be a winner it would be well earned.

The game started at a high tempo, both sides created early sniffs at goal although clear chances were hard to come by. Nuneaton pressed forward but the defence marshalled impressively by the solid looking Unwin held firm, goalkeeper Haydon also continued his fine run of form to keep things even. 

At the other end, Gawthorpe and Gorman combined well to force a short corner, the former executed a vicious shot which flew past the Nuneaton stopper to the delight of the home support for a one nil lead just before the break.

Halt time arrived with possession still even and for the 2nd half Worksop called for much of the same effort and determination in the spring sunshine. However it wasn't to be, straight from the whistle, Worksop lost possession and Nuneaton showed why they are champions elect, the home side were punished by the break away in an instant as the scores were tied.

Undeterred Worksop continued to believe and supported well from midfielders, Skinner, Nash and Geoff Walker began to push Nuneaton back. 

It was a break down the left hand side that had Robinson flying down the wing, his neat pull back eventually found Dan Walker on the right, the impressive full back lashed home from the top of the D as Worksop regained the lead amid scenes of delight.

With Nuneaton clearly rattled, having expected to roll over their opponents, tackles began to fly in from all angles, although Worksop stood toe to toe with their visitors, they were unable to prevent a scrambled finish to tie the score at 2. 

The final 5 minutes continued in the same vain, however when the whistle sounded it was Worksop who rued that maybe given a different day they maybe should have won the game. Next week Worksop are on the road for their final league game of the season at lowly Long Buckby.

Man of the match - Dan Walker

Scorers - Gawthorpe, Walker D



 

Saturday 12th March 2011
Ashby 3-3 Worksop 1stXI
The usual blood and thunder materialised shortly after the start of this feisty affair, two well matched teams fighting for 3 points, neither prepared to give an inch. The visitors, looking to secure a creditable 4th spot finish in the league against an Ashby side determined to inflict revenge for the loss they suffered last time out against the men from Notts.

Despite early chaos in the Worksop defence it was the visitors who scored early, Simon Cardwell showing his predatory instincts to bundle home after his strike partners shot was parried into his path.  Despite this early strike Ashby mounted a string of attacks and were able to fire 3 goals in quick succession, Ryan Haydon left stranded in the Worksop goal as the home side threatened to run riot.

Crucially Worksop were able to reduce the deficit just before half time. With calm restored to the defence by the experienced partnership of Geoff Walker and Purnell, midfielders Nash and Andy Renshaw combined well to win a short corner.  Sam Gawthorpe's rocket was well saved however when the rebound fell it was Robinson who reacted first to spin and fire the ball high into the net.

A half time roasting from Cardwell had Worksop fired up for the second half and it was they who started brightly. With full backs Monroe and Dan Walker able to push forward,  pressure was duly applied to the home goal, although when Gawthorpe had his penalty saved it seemed that it wasn't to be Worksop's day.

Further trouble was to hit Worksop when the influential Gawthorpe was sent to the sin bin and they were temporally reduced to 10 men. However Ashby were mistaken if they thought they had the game sewn up when Worksop continued with their kitchen sink like attacks and when an almighty scramble, led by Renshaw, saw the ball land at the feet of a grateful Robinson he fired home a deserved equaliser amid scenes of much relief.

The remaining 10 minutes saw both side slugging it out, swapping attacks however unable to score that all important game winning goal. The final whistle brought a mixture of frustration and some relief with a point secured.

Man of the Match: Ryan Haydon

Scorers: Cardwell, Robinson 2 



Saturday 5th March 2011
Worksop 1stXI  0-1 Berkswell
Worksop entertained high flying and high scoring Berkswell minus their two leading marksmen Robinson and Gawthorpe with both away on international duty.  In their place came Andy Renshaw and Alistair Skinner for his first start of the season.
The home side looked to attack from the off with forwards Simon Cardwell & Anthony Gorman taking the game to their opponents and with good support play from Renshaw, Skinner and marauding full back Dan Walker they were unlucky not to take an early lead.  However they were punished for not taking their chance as Berkswell broke well to score from a neat move with their first real chance of the game.
Undettered Worksop continued to press and were making a real game of it with centre backs Mike Purnell and Les Unwin comfortably curtailing the attacking threat of the leagues 31 goal leading scorer, the latter in particular putting in his best performance of the season. At the other end chances continued to come particulalry for Gorman, revelling in his new role as centre forward, who was using his blistering pace to good effect getting in behind the defence on numerous occasions.  
The second half saw more of the same as Worksop pushed and pushed for an equaliser.  Goalkeeper Ryan Haydon made some vital blocks when called upon and the midfield partnership of Geoff Walker and Arthur Nash looked controlled and linked defence and attack well.  Even a yellow card for Walker, sin binned for 10 minutes for verbals, didn't stop Worksop laying seige to their opponents goal in the closing stages with chances for Cardwell, Renshaw & Gorman but sadly time ran out and it just wasn't to be on this occasion.
Despite the scoreline Worksop can take great heart from this performance having matched Berkswell man for man and on another day could easily have taken the victory for themselves.  Certainly big progress from the reverse fixture earlier in the season where Worksop suffered their biggest defeat.
Man of the match - Anthony Gorman 


Saturday 26th February 2011 
Grantham 1 - 11 Worksop 1stXI
With a goal difference of -153 and only 1 win season all season, Worksop's opponents were never likely to trouble their high flying visitors.  

As expected the game started with Worksop setting up camp in their opponents half from the off.  With Grantham unable to clear their lines Worksop converted their 2nd short corner and the flood gates were opened by centre forward Graeme Robinson. The same player then followed that with 3 further strikes, ably assisted first by Anthony Gorman weaving down the right, then Simon Cardwell slipping in the unmarked striker, then Geoff Walker, whose accurate pass was neatly deflected home.   In between these strikes the Worksop defence pushed forward and snuffed out any hope the hosts had of crossing the half way line with Haydon in the Worksop goal reduced to the role of spectator.   After 10 minutes without a goal normal service was resumed with Cardwell ramming home after a neat move to cap off an eventful half. 

The half time whistle provided little respite for the home side as just moments in Dan Walker slammed home from a short corner after great work from Unwin and Purnell.  Geoff Walker then ghosted into the D after a great ball from Nash to show all of his experience to slip the ball home for 7-0.  Two more good finishes from Gawthorpe and Gorman, benefiting from unselfish play from midfielder Skinner, saw the score reach 9.  A marauding run from defender Monroe led to Robinson's cool finish, shortly followed by Cardwell's second of the day after Robinson unselfishly played in his strike partner.  However Haydon was to be denied a clean sheet and Grantham were to have their consolation with the entire Worksop team pushing forward, Final Score 11-1. 

Man of the match - Graeme Robinson

Scorers - Robinson 5, Cardwell 2, Walker D, Walker G, Gorman, Gawthorpe



Saturday 19th February 2011 
Worksop 1stXI 2 - 1 Market Harborough
A cold and windy Valley bore witness to a humdinger bout between 2 sides fighting for 3rd spot in this East Midlands league encounter. Having drawn the reverse fixture the game was always going to be a close affair, however those that braved the weather were served with a treat.

The game started at a fierce pace, both sides mounting pressure without creating a clear opening. Worksop attacked well down the wings with Gorman and Gawthorpe supported well from the centre by Nash and Geoff Walker. Despite the encouraging start Worksop were dealt a body blow when the normally reliable Purnell inexplicably gifted the visiting centre forward , who could have been excused for thinking it was Christmas all over again, a clear run on goal and he slipped the ball past a stranded Haydon.

As the 2nd half started despite the ebb and flow, Worksop began to assert themselves and force the visitors back and it wasn't long before Gawthorpe slipped Robinson in and from a tight angle the hitman rifled home to the delight of the men in Blue.

Chances came and went and with the game destined for a draw it was that man again Robinson who nipped in to fire home following great work from Dan Walker.

If Worksop thought the game was won they were very much mistaken as a fierce onslaught ensued and the visitors piled forward in search of the equaliser. However it was to be Worksop's day as Haydon stood firm in goal and there was to be no breach of the steadfast back line and the points were safe.

Man of the match - Graeme Robinson

Scorers - Robinson 2



Saturday 5th February 2011 

Worksop 1stXI 7-1 Derby Asterdale
A wet and windy afternoon at the Valley witnessed a clinical display from a Worksop side hoping to complete a first league double and consolidate 4th spot in the league. 

A determined start saw the home side begin at a frenetic pace and it wasn't long before they got their reward. First Sam Gawthorpe latched onto a smart pass from Arthur Nash to rifle home, soon after, a short corner was coolly despatched by marksman Graeme Robinson to double the advantage. Worksop continued to apply pressure and it was Anthony Gorman, continuing his own run of fine form, who scored the 3rd profiting from a great run by Dan Walker. However it wasn't all plain sailing and as complacency set in, the visitors were able to walk the ball into to the Worksop net to reduce the deficit before half time.

The second half started as the first had ended with pressure on the home goal and Worksop were grateful that rookie Les Unwin chose hockey over a career in long distance running to energise the Worksop rearguard with Veterans Purnell and Monroe providing solid support. 

Spurred on by the example of Unwin, it was that man again Gorman who broke free to feed Gawthorpe who finished well for his second and broke the visitors hearts.  It wasn't long before captain Simon Cardwell got in on the act showing why he is developing a reputation as a drag flick specialist to finish well for 5-1. With their foot on the gas Worksop weren't finished there, Graeme Robinson with 2 cool finishes late in the game to convert his second hat-trick in 2 weeks and complete the rout.

Man of the match - Graeme Robinson

Scorers - Gawthorpe 2, Gorman, Robinson 3, Cardwell



Sunday 30th January 2011 

 

1stXI 6-0 Long Buckby
Worksop 1stXI stumbled and stuttered their way to 3 points with a less than convincing display against bottom of the league Long Buckby.  Chances were few and far between in the opening quarter of the game with Worksop below par in every aspect of their game.  It took until the 20th minute to break the deadlock as skipper Simon Cardwell's speculative effort squirmed in at the near post and this seemed to relieve some of the pressure as goals 2,3 and 4 followed in quick succession. First a clinical brace from speedster Anthony Gorman and then the pick of the bunch from the mercurial Graeme Robinson showing great composure to round the goalkeeper not once but twice and then beat the 2 covering defenders en route to a nonchelant tap into the net.

The second half look set for Worksop to push on and run up a good score against the tiring back line of their visitors but some poor finishing combined with some great goalkeeping conspired to restrict the home side to just 2 more goals, both from Robinson to make the final score 6-0.

A dissapointing display with poor attitude shown which just about summed up Worksop's "Jekyll and Hyde" season so far.

Man of the match - Anthony Gorman

Goal scorers - Cardwell, Gorman 2, Robinson 3 



Saturday 22nd January 2011 
Worksop 0 - 1 Buxton
Worksop slumped to an ignominious defeat at the Valley following their worst performance of the season to date. The home side started brightly enough and carved out some good early opportunities. However as time passed the visitors stubborn rearguard frustrated Worksop who slowly imploded and gifted possession to a Buxton side which grew in confidence. Not long after half time some desperate defending from Worksop was not enough to prevent a penalty flick which was converted and would turn out to be the only goal of the game. Despite then having 2 players sent off the home side finally clicked into gear. However it was not to be and a well drilled Buxton were not to be breached and ran out worthy winners in an ugly encounter.

Man of the match - Geoff Walker



Sunday 23rd January 2011 
Worksop 4 - 2 Ashby
Worksop had only 24 hours to forget the horror story of Saturday afternoon against Buxton. There was to be no mistake this time as they piled on early pressure and scored 2 goals in quick succession. Good work from Cardwell and Gorman resulted in a flurry of short corners, one of which Gawthorpe dispatched with aplomb. The second came immediately after.  Gawthorpe sent a rocket into the D which Robinson managed to deflect home to the delight of the home side. More chances came and went until early into the second half, Gorman was at it again, Gawthorpe the beneficiary of some great work from the pocket dynamo down the right for 3 -0. Worksop were then almost made to pay for some glaring misses as the visitors reduced the deficit to one with a quick fire brace. Undeterred Worksop pushed forward and it was left to old hand Geoff Walker to drill home from a short corner, finally the points were safe and the men from Notts could be satisfied with a much improved performance and a valuable 3 points.

Man of the match - Geoff Walker

Scorers - Gawthorpe 2, Robinson, Walker G



Saturday 15th January 2011 
Kettering 1 - 4 Worksop 1stXI
Worksop got back to winning ways on the road in Northamptonshire and despite a convincing score line were made to fight for the points during an ill tempered encounter.

Having arrived late, the visitors flew out of the blocks and raced into an early 2 goal lead.  The first followed a neat move, Graeme Robinson picking out a trailing run from Arthur Nash from midfield. The youngster ghosted into the D unchallenged and fired low to stun the home side. Things were to get worse for a determined Kettering, Cardwell picked out Sam Gawthorpe whos speculative shot, from the tightest angle, found its way through a crowd to the delight of the visitors giving them the early advantage.

Despite 2 early goals the plucky Kettering began to build some pressure of their own and were rewarded just before half time when a short corner was eventually forced home to halve the defecit. 

The second half started in much the same fashion, fast and furious. With chances at both ends it was Worksop who claimed the decisive strike. Anthony Gorman and Andy Renshaw combined brilliantly to feed Gawthorpe who neatly finished at the front post for his second.  Kettering however, buoyed by home support, continued to press and it took stout defending from Walker, Haydon and Monroe to maintain a 2 goal cushion despite being reduced to 10 men. 

However as the home side pressed they lost discipline and found themselves down to 9 men, Worksop were not to miss the chance to finally kill off hopes of a comeback.  A short corner was neatly converted by Robinson, finally Worksop could relax with the points safe.

Man of the match - Tom Devney

Scorers - Nash, Gawthorpe 2, Robinson



Saturday 20th November 2010 

Berkswell 5-0 Worksop 1stXI
Despite having by far the most attempts on goal Worksop slipped to their first defeat of the season against league leaders Berkswell.
Worksop made a great start to the game and were unfortunate not to take an early lead as they laid seige to the hosts goal for the opening 10 minutes.  Against the run of play though Berkswells midfield playmaker was allowed far too much time and space and he waltzed through the rearguard to fire low and hard through unsited goalkeeper, Ryan Haydons, legs. This took the wind out of Worksop sail and they soon conceded a second when the leagues top scorer smashed an unstoppable bullet high into the net.  A third followed before half time as Haydon was adjudged to have illegally brought down a Berkswell attacker.  Berkswell had the simple task of rolling the resultant penalty flick into the net with keeper Haydon injured in the incident and unable to take his place in the goal.
Worksop made more of a fist of it in the second period but unfortunately a flurry of efforts from Sam Gawthorpe, Graeme Robinson and Simon Cardwell were rebuffed by the excellent home goalkeeper who put in a world class performance to frustrate the visitors. As the clock ticked down Worksop were then reduced to 10 men with Mike Purnell sin binned for "tussling" with Berkswells  freakishly big hitman.  The extra body proved to be enough for Berkswell to wrap up the points with 2 goals in quick succesion.
Man of the match - Sam Gawthorpe


Saturday 13th November 2010 
Worksop 1stXI 13 - 0 Grantham
Worksop entertained Grantham on the back of their Lincolnshire rivals first win of the season the previous week. A game Worksop expected to win handsomely, given the visitors record to date, started with the expected onslaught on the away goal. However despite their dominance the home side looking poor, gave the ball away cheaply and struggled to break down a determined defensive rearguard. Eventually when the breakthrough came it was left to midfield man Renny Myles, storming into the dee to slam the ball home, to finally lift some of the self imposed gloom.  Three further goals followed before half time from Sam Gawthorpe, Graeme Robinson and Dan Walker. 

Given time to regroup Worksop came out flying in the second half.  Soon, wave after wave of attack, this time with more purpose, resulted in a quick fire treble for Robinson, a second for Walker and a clinical brace from the captain, Simon Cardwell, to finally break Grantham hearts.  A surging run from Gawthorpe gave him a deserved 2nd, young Athur Nash bundled in the 12th and, unluckily for the visitors ,it was left to Robinson to smash home the 13th to cap off a decent 2nd half performance. The win moves Worksop up to 3rd in the table, still unbeaten after 6 games.

 

Man of the match - Goal Keeper Ryan Haydon for a first League Clean Sheet.

Scorers - Myles, Gawthorpe 2, Robinson 5, Walker D 2, Cardwell 2, Nash



Saturday 6th November 2010 
Market Harborough 2-2 Worksop 1stXI
Worksop 1stXI made the long journey south to face unchartered territory against a newly formed Market Harborough side and the omens didn't look good for Worksop as the hosts underwent a military standard warm up with their 15 man squad of young and fit athletes whilst Worksop were still waiting for 5 of their 12 man squad to arrive just 10 minutes before push back!

It looked like the fears were to become reality as the home side took an early lead when one of their midfielders picked the ball up on half way and drove through the Worksop rearguard like a hot knife through butter - beating 5 players before rolling the ball home.

This stirred Worksop into life though and they went on to press the game and several chances came and went before they deservedly got back level before half time. Matt Monore played a good ball down the left channel and Sam Gawthorpe and Simon Cardwell interlinked well before fashioning a chance for Anthony Gorman. His drive rebound to Graeme Robinson and he coolly slotted the loose ball beyond the keeper into the side of the goal.

Worksop finished the half a man down as Gawthorpe, already shown a green, was sin binned for persistent verbals towards the umpires.

The second half was a close affair with both sides carving out chances but it was the home side who again took the lead as a short corner routine was duly converted from close range.

Worksop again showed their fighting spirit and were rewarded for their endeavour with the award of a penalty flick when the goalkeeper illegally stopped a goal bound Robinson effort with his backstick.  Sam Gawthorpe showed great composure as he converted to bring the game level. 

 When rightback Dan Walker saw yellow with 20 minutes remaining (again for verbals) to again reduce Worksop to 10 men it set up a tense finale.  Worksop relied heavily on the resolute defending of centre back pairing Mike Purnell and Geoff Walker to keep the home side at bay and could have nicked all 3 points at the death as Cardwell sent Robinson away down the right channel and his inch perfect cross was met well by Gawthorpe but the ball whistled inches past the post.

Worksop remain unbeaten and will hope to cement their place in the top 4 next week with the visit of local rivals Grantham.

Man of the match - Geoff Walker

Scorers - Robinson, Gawthorpe 



Saturday 30th October 2010 

Worksop1stXI 3-0 Atherstone Adders
Worksop were awarded a 3-0 victory as Atherstone dissapointingly  failed to send a team for the fixture 



Saturday 23rd October 2010 

Derby Asterdale 1-3 Worksop 1stXI
Worksop travelled to Derby Asterdale looking to reverse a poor record that had seen them fail to take a single point there in 5 seasons and also to address a humiliating 8-0 defeat in the corresponding fixture last season. 
There was a high tempo start to the game from Worksop and they quickly won a short corner from which Sam Gawthorpe's effort was tipped round the post by the impressive home keeper.  Worksop's main attacking outlet was nullified in the opening period as star man Graeme Robinson was bizarrely pulled up every time he received the ball for apparent "shielding" but Worksop did well to hold it together and the officials could do nothing to prevent Robinson diverting a fierce Dan Walker drive past the keeper for a well deserved lead.  
Worksop started the second half sluggishly and the home side pulled the game level as their lively forward latched onto a loose ball and fired home from the most impossible of angles. 
The goal fired Worksop into action and a sustained period of pressure followed with several short corners and efforts from Gawthorpe, Robinson, Cardwell and Gorman being kept out by some heroic last ditch defending.  Eventually the pressure paid off as a defender was adjudged to have stopped the ball on the line and Gawthorpe made no mistake from the resultant penalty flick to restore Worksop's lead.
The victory was rubber stamped in the closing moments as Robinson latched onto a Walker pass, beat 2 defenders and then danced around the goalkeeper like he wasn't there before cooly firing into the corner for his second of the day. 
Man of the match - Graeme Robinson
Scorers - Robinson 2, Gawthorpe 



Saturday 9th October 2010
Buxton 2-4 Worksop 1stXI
Worksop put in a gritty away performance to secure their first victory over their Derbyshire rivals in a number of years.
With Dan Walker delayed in traffic Worksop were forced to start the game with 10 men. Even so they managed to control the opening period and when 10 minutes in they returned to full strength the opening goal wasn't far behind as Sam Gawthorpe clinically converted the games first short corner in off the post. A further period of Worksop pressure and numerous goal attempts was rewarded with Anthony Gorman doubling the lead as he swivelled well to slot the ball into the bottom corner for his first of the season.  Against the run of play though Buxton got back into the game after scrambling the ball home just before the half time whistle.
Worksop came out sluggishley in the second period and were soon punished when the home side equalised. A short corner was saved well by goalkeeper Ryan Haydon but the rebound was lofted over him and into the goal past the desperate lunge of Mike Purnell.
The game became a midfield battle with Arthur Nash and Sam Taylor, performing admirably in an unfamiliar role, coping well with the physical threat the hosts presented.  The game looked like it was heading for a draw when with 10 minutes to go Matt Monroe lobbed a hopeful ball forward to skipper Simon Cardwell.  He was adjudged to have been fouled and from the resultant short corner Gawthorpe switched the ball to Cardwell and he dragged the ball high and hard into the top corner to give Worksop a deserved lead.  The goal gave the team a lift and the result was soon made safe as a fine flowing move saw Gorman break down the right and his squared ball was finished well by Gawthorpe.
Man of the match - Sam Gawthorpe/Sam Taylor
Scorers - Gawthorpe 2, Gorman, Cardwell 



Saturday 2nd October 2010
Worksop 1stXI 1-1 Kettering
Worksop 1st XI began their league season with home advantage against a kettering side much improved from the previous campaign. Despite completing a league double last year there was to be no repeat this time round for the men from Notts.

The Home side opened well and drew a string of fine saves from the visiting stopper, Anthony Gorman in particular causing havoc down the right. Graeme Robinson, Sam Gawthorpe and the man himself Gorman forced great saves before the visitors managed some pressure of their own and eventually took the lead from a well worked short corner. 

The half time break allowed Worksop to regroup and again the home side found themselves in the ascendancy with a string of missed chances early in the second half. First Gawthorpe, after good build up from Robinson, then Cardwell spun well only to find his effort squeeze past the post.Finally Worksop got their just reward when young Athur Nash ghosted into the D to meet Robinsons square ball and fire into the bottom corner for a well deserved equaliser. 

The final 10 minutes saw more home endeavour, however Worksop could not break down a stubborn defence determined to cling on and the points were shared. Worksop defended well throughout, with notable displays from Mike Purnell and Sam Taylor. 

Man of the match - Sam Taylor

Scorer - Nash 



September 18th 2010  
Worksop 1stXI 1-3 Newark
Worksop put in a below par performance against their fierce local rivals as they suffered their first setback in preparation for the new season. With Sam Gawthorpe missing they welcomed back Sam Taylor on the left wing and the game got off to the perfect start with Worksop taking the lead inside the first minute. 

Les Unwin played a great ball into strike partner Simon Cardwell and his shot on the turn was parried into the welcome path of onrushing Arthur Nash for a simple close range conversion.

Any thoughts that it was going to be an easy afternoon were soon dispelled as Newark pulled the game level 5 minutes later. Goalkeeper Ryan Haydon came rushing out to make a great save but the ball fell kindly to the Newark forward and he had a simple task to guide the ball home.

Other than a couple of short corners and a fierce drive from Cardwell, that was deflected over the bar with a last ditch intervention from the centre back, that was pretty much it from a lackluster home team.

The visitors went on to take the lead, finishing far too easily from a short corner routine, and then a mistake from Taylor on the edge of the D right at the end of the game gifted them a 3rd and final goal.All in all a frustrating afternoon for the home side and one which they will quickly look to forget.

Man of the match - Arthur Nash 

Scorer - Nash 


September 11th 2010
Worksop 1stXI 5-1 South Notts
Worksop continued their pre season campaign with a step up in opposition against South Notts.  First starts of the season were given to Matt Monroe and Matt Orridge with starman Graeme Robinson away on international duty.

Worksop made a great start to the game with all the play in their opponents half and were unlucky not to be 3 or 4 goals to the good inside the first 15 minutes with some great efforts from Arthur Nash, Sam Gawthorpe and Les Unwin. However Against the run of play it was the visitors who took the lead with their first attack of the game. Keeper Ryan Haydon did well to parry the initial effort but grounded he was helpless to prevent the rebound being rolled into the empty net.

Undeterred Worksop were soon back on level terms as Gawthorpe converted a short corner high into the top corner.  The best move of the game then resulted in Worksop talking the lead. Monroe lofted a great ball out of defense to Simon Cardwell who layed the ball into strike partner Unwin. He in turn played the ball out wide to wingman Gawthorpe and his inch perfect cross was finished with aplomb at the back post by Renny Myles who had run the full length of the pitch from centre back.

The second half started in similar fashion with midfield pair Nash and Orridge, impressive on his debut, controlling things from the middle. The next goal came after a goalmouth scramble eventually fell to right back Will Summers and his fierce drive was deflected into the net for his goal for the club.

Worksop then scored a fourth goal as Cardwell carried the ball into the D before lifting a shot past the outstretched keeper's arm into the far corner but the umpires chalked the goal off for a rule infringement after having first given it. There was no such problem though 5 minutes later as Cardwell saw an initial effort saved but then combined with Orridge to fire home from close range.

The final goal came as Gawthorpe received a Peter Renshaw pass with his back to goal before expertly passing it into the corner of the goal on the turn.  All in all a great team performance and a marked improvement on the previous weeks victory.

Man of the match - Sam Gawthorpe/Geoff Walker

Scorers - Gawthorpe 2, Myles, Summers, Cardwell   


September 4th 2010 
Worksop 1st XI 6-4 Normanby
The 1st XI got their pre season programme underway with an entertaining victory against Yorkshire League side Normanby.  
Missing a couple of regulars and having lost the services over the summer of midfield stalwart Alistair Skinner and goalkeeper Phil Walker Worksop gave 1stXI debuts to Ryan Haydon, Les Unwin & Arthur Nash. 
The game got off to a slow start in the sticky September heat with the dry playing surface contributing to some uncharacteristic misplaced and mistimed passing.  However it was Worksop who eventually took the lead through last seasons top scorer, Graeme Robonson, as he deflected home a good driven effort from wing master Anthony Gorman.  Normanby then scored two goals in quick succession to take the lead before young debutant Nash was on hand to tap home the rebound after a fierce Peter Renshaw drive came back off the post to pull Worksop level.
Worksop soon retook the lead through Sam Gawthorpe as he cut in from the left and drove across the pitch before unleashing a bullet drive low and hard into the bottom left but again the lead didn't last long and the hosts went into the break with the scores level at 3 all.
Tired legs began to show in the final period and Worksop were caught on the counter attack to go behind after the ball somehow squirmed its way through keeper Haydon's legs.
But as the game looked like it was over captain Simon Cardwell inspired a late flurry of goals as he first made Worksop's only successful short corner conversion dragging the ball low into the bottom left hand corner, before moments later receiving a pass from Gawthorpe and then firing a similar dragged effort from the edge of the D into the same bottom left hand corner.
Reinvigorated Worksop then went on to make certain of the victory as the best move of the day saw Gorman break away down the right before releasing the ball to Mackenzie Glasby and his pinpoint driven cross was fired into the net by Graeme Robinson.  
Man of the match - Arthur Nash 
Scorers - Robinson 2, Nash, Gawthorpe, Cardwell 2 
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